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World Oceans Day 2010 – 8th June 
 

“Our Ocean, Opportunities 

and Challenges” 
 

Message from Dr Awni Behnam, 

President, International Ocean Institute  
 

On 8th June the international community will celebrate World Oceans Day; 

this year the theme is ‘Our Ocean, Opportunities and Challenges’. 

 

The United Nations Secretary General warned the international community of 

the many ways in which human activities are taking a terrible toll on the 

world’s oceans and seas. It is now clearly evident that the consequences of 

decades of unacceptable human abuse of the oceans go to the very heart of 

the issue of global survival, peace and security. 

 

As we enter a new age of information technology and unprecedented 

scientific advances, the opportunities for humankind’s very survival will 

depend on a sustainable relationship with the ocean. The opportunities and 

services offered by the planet’s oceans and seas are endless – the oceans 

provide a large part of the protein requirements for coastal communities, 

abundant economic and social services, buffering of atmospheric carbon 

dioxide, the potential for discovery of new medicines and as a spur to the 

development of new technologies. The oceans’ role as climate regulator and 

moderator of the effects of global warming is vitally important; however, 

marine ecosystems are much less well studied and understood than terrestrial 

systems so that many of the outcomes of climate change are unknown. 

 

There is no greater challenge to the survival of humankind than to learn to live 

in a sustainable and balanced relationship with the planet’s oceans and seas. 

 

As we today watch with great apprehension and sadness the tragic incident in 

the Gulf of Mexico, we must wonder to what extents humans have taken for 

granted our relationship with the ocean and the wonderful and complex web 

of life it supports. 

 

Let us therefore make this celebration of the world’s oceans on June 8th our 

wakeup call to recommit ourselves individually and immediately to protect 

the oceans as the source of life without waiting for others to do so; this is 

what Elisabeth Mann Borgese, the IOI’s founder, always advocated. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

IOInforma is the news and information bulletin of the International Ocean Institute 
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Activity to be held on the 5
th

 June 2010, in Malta, Europe 

in celebration of World Oceans Day 2010 
 

On the occasion of World Oceans Day and World Environment Day the International Ocean 

Institute HQ, Malta and the Institute of Earth Systems (University of Malta) would like to invite 

the public for a showing of the award-winning film on climate change and ocean acidification. 

  

"A Sea Change:  imagine a world without fish" 
 Date:                   5th June 2010                        

 Time:                  19:00 hrs      

 Venue:                Erin Serracino Inglott Hall, University of Malta, Msida - Malta 

 Running Time:    85mins; followed by a discussion moderated by a panel of experts 

Free Entrance 
 

• For more information or to confirm attendance please contact ioihq@ioihq.org.mt 

• The event flier may be downloaded from http://www.ioinst.org/ 

• A Sea Change: Imagine a World Without Fish – http://www.aseachange.net/  
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